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I .iiipeiu ! ifloM' \ (III , li 'III -ri' ! ,• 1'. ' ■■ . i M ( • Mil ])i i- 
.iiu;t! Willi nil iin lUttii'i! li.iui ili.- i tciiinc;.!;- o! 
i.U!;a> t;i)iiiity, In >\;iU' im\' vu-ws iipoii •j\rAl 
ii;o.-;ioii> which iiuiUili- liic chiiiiha .'I iiiiir. 
I iini L;liul U) an ujiiHiiiiinr.y "i f\!iii'->ii!U' 

■nv vi(.nv< III tilt' pii-.-rncc di liu- I 'rMn^riacy til 
\(iitli\vr>it'; II ()hin. 'i'ht'ii' i-> a lilui-.-- i;i toii- 
li.ii'iiiiL; thij iiiDiiil liail'if I''iv;n 1,iiii in llir \ a-iii- 
'!v !)l llif clo-iii;; ■-■•iMc-. til uiw lalhi'l> .-li li'j'^li' 
■'■r linlcin'iideiu'i'. 1; wa- in I'sis '.at-iinly lliat lue 
Mihuil V\'a\'iii} fin.'!imiifii''l ai;.l tivcilhii'W liu! 
-.iv,iL;o ini.' whti \va-> iiiiiiH'i'il Hiiti-h aii.-.aiiil 
■ illiii'iii'c In |ii(iliai:j. iii iiin \\'i'~;i'ni wil Iimih'^.-, 
fi'i:li'>l wiiii'h \<[i- ■■<-. iTSS ha i h'riiii- 

i 'ltei! iiiH':i ihi! Allamic .-Iimhi. I lis i'l ilhan; aiul 
.'i|>ii! ciiiu im.'-i'ii aiai tlnuf lim -a\a:^i' Ini" 
' 'till liiij ••I'aiica 'riiul'i'i'" wa-f'a tisny iiiaile thi-ir 
'iivcil, 1 fl ii>. .■•■■■nil caaiint inn-.' ami 

''HVi' ttu- fiiLMii ii'> nl i-'ii'i/ilmii iVnlii ihi'ii fOMTts 

i'oiii[)ruiuisL'. 

Nniit.'. iwu vi'ai.^ .-iiici' I fit'fa.'i! a, L'ciuilnr 
' "ilia in tht: CiMi'jic:-" 111 thf i'niu^l ^lalt:>. I 
'^•iM'k'i'liMl "hv ila.! vuU's nl |.'i'iiiniMat< ulio ftiii- 
' -iii'il ill llai uiiMl, funliiial dnciriiit's nl' the I'nni- 
' ■> i'liic Ciuiii : tho!iy;ii thry tliikTi'il alllnll^■ llifia- 
' ivt;;, as to ihc p;.ii'lii;a,l ap])ni.Mruiii n! ihosi! dot-- 
' '-I's tn cfitaiii (lU'jsliiuis til piiMif '.'oiu'iM'ti. I 
■i' elui'li'il a» u DL'imua'ai, rofO'^tii/iiiLX ami wnll 
■'I'.vii In ifoo'j.ni/.(! the iliilv nl eaiiyiim' nut 
|'t'!ii()ci\itu- [ii'im'iple.s ill iheir (uaetifal apphea- 
■''•1 III cvfiv >ii!iiei'.l III' !ej.i-hi!i<in. Mvery Imdy 
"■!ii-> kiuiw aiivUiiiii;' alumt mo i-;iie\v thai i was 
■'likely lu exenpi >la\-trv I'nuii Itie miiversal 
' I'l iiii[)aiiia.l aj)[)!ica!loii n| the.-e priiieiples. 
''^ !lh ihe.re vii'\.'.- ami with these ideas oi pub- 
■'liUy. Itnok mv >eat in ;ln; iSenale. I have 
'Jt b'iVervotl lioui iiiv iirim-i[)le'. 1 liave ;L:oite 
'''iii;lit on wiieri! Deuioeiatie priiii'iple.s u;t|uireil 
lie to go, liiniiii'j; iieiiiier In the ri^ht hand nor to 
left Imnd, no iii;.iller who \vu> ph.'ased <>r wiio 
^'A"! llisplea^ed. 

It is well knowji that, when I took my tieai.ihe 
^liole couatiy ai^iluted about the f^lavery e.v- 
'-'•^ioa question, and espeeiaily in regard to tho 
L'r'iilativo proliibilioii ol' slavery in the lorriiorics. 



; \\ e iiail af.iniiieil a, va.>l acee.-.-ioil tii ULil lialloiial 
i liomaiii under the treaty with IMeMCo, ^.treteliin:; 
' throiiLih lO*-' ol latitmie, and J*"' (if luiip;itnde. — 
j 'I'll is lerriiory eaim^ to iis iree — as liee a> Oliin. 
j Indiana or llliimi- — trom the lUiise <i! i-lavery.-— 
i 'I'lie pt.'ople. ami you as ;i part ot llie people, in 
j liiealed your will, tliroiiuh the votes oi your rep- 
! ie>eiitatives in *.'onme.-S; that this lerrilnrV; made 
iree by Mexican law, .siiould remain Iree nudm 
j Aiiierieaii law. 1 1" priiieiple hail not re([uired inv 
I eoiieiirreiici! in tliii? purpose, I should Jiave tell 
j iiiyselt' bound tn vote lor tln^ prohibitio!! oi itn- 
I liUnial slavery^ as ;i iaillilnl repre>entative ot tlie 
j ahiiost universal ssentinieiit of tin; piMiiile oi Ohio 
I Ihit it wari uol easy to elieel the object wliiidi 
I von and 1 desired iti a<:eompli.sli. ( H!iitleiiit.''ti oi 
iiie South eluimed tiie vighl !o eariy sliives iiiin 
the Ifuritories untlertho proteelioii and sate-,u:uaid 
(it National law. 'i'hey elainicd this jii;ht a.-. oii<; 
, i;iiarantii^(i to them by the Constitution. Its e.\i^- 
j teiieo Avas denied Ly the representatives of tin; 
j iree Stales. Ileiico a i)rotractetl contest i-.ro>e. 
, wliieli was raL^nn.u' wdien ! entered Congress, 
i Aleanwiiile Calii'ornia, ])eoplcd by a vast and 
i .-iiilden euiiirratioii — alitued by lier golden lrea,>- 
j un.'.s — had orgaui/od her State goveriuiienl, ami 
: pit'sented iier application lor atlinis>iou into the 
i l iiion. She was met, at the thresliold, by rn?ic<; 
j deiuiiicialioiis of the aetiou of her people, and bv 
i till,' oju'ii dei.'laralioii that her elaims shonlti br 
I contested, even at tho hazard ot dissolviiii; thi; 
: rnioii. This was a strange and unwonted sjiec- 
tacle. Hitherto, since the ;idmission of ISJissouri. 
every Stale, applying lor admission to the I'liion. 
j had been received without fjue.-tion, as to ihe 
I eharacter ol her institutions. Xow the admission 
:\ ot California was contested with a violence and 
ij pcniuacity almost without parallel, because i>he 
j had ventured to prohibit the iiitroduetiou of sla- 
I very where slavery had never existed. The 
j threats oi' dissolution, uttered by Southern gen- 
tlemen, did not alarm me. They seemed to me 
1 alike vain and impotent. I thought then, and 1 
; think uow, that the duty of Congre.ss, in relation 
to the admission of Cahibrnia, was plain and siiu- 



pie. f>h(i (iiiulit t(» liuvc Ih'cii iuiiiiittci! wlllioiit 
lif.'siliitioiK witlionl (Icliiv. wilhoul roiuliiiDits. 
fii my jiKl'^MiuMil tiuMC \v,is iio tluiiU'T that lliti 
llir»';Us(i| (iissdlitlinii wtnilil In; ciinicil into cllt'i't. 
It I liiul evt'ii rcuiirdiMl ilm tlaii'^ci' ;i> rail. ratluM' 
tliiiii iiii<i<ri,i!tni. I ^•tl!l Wfiiilil iKil -iibmil lo be coii- 
inilU'il ill |,'Mi^|;iiiv«' artiu,. by iiiciiai-c, dl' whal- 
• •ver rliaracti-r. I''iit. it wms tlidiiulit (jxpcdit'iit — I 
wish I cdiild iiii[mvs ilii-^ aiiilifiict; liow 

ih'Mou-lil V I ilftost tliiii word c.i\i>((li(iit — to link 
the (lucstiun ol adinission ol Calilorniii with that 
-ciit's dl inca.-iin's ronslitutinii what w.ss wrll 
known as •• ilif Compifnnistv' or Omnibus Mill. " 
Then! \v;i> ;i ch.'ai' iiiajority ill Mon.-c and in 
the Senate in lavoi' the. adniis.'ion ol ("atifor- 
nia. I'.nt in.'^tead ol adniittin'i her ;it once and 
alum.', slie was put. into the On'.nibn.s iind kept 
traveh.iM- month atlcf nn»nth. until that coneiM'ii 
broke down, and (-ahlornia wa.< Inrneil out. It.'a- 
vniu Ttah in !-"h; po.-Nses>ion ol the veliiele. — 
Thii.s l/tnh — whifh ne('(lc,| no leL:i>lati V(r anion — 
where ihe iMoniioii.> had ulready "I'-iani/.ed a liov- 
eniinenl (piit»! a.> 'iood. and indetnl rather belt(>r j 
than aiiv whieh ronurt.^S'' was like'ly to t>r:iani;ic 
!'or thtv.n — was pielerred. in iht; regards ol Con- 
;:r(";.ss, to ("alil'ornia. It wa.s mH iiiilil alter thi; ter- 
ril(.)rial uDverntin.'iil (tl Ctahhiid been oruaiii/ed j 
upon prineiples arcepiable to lln; Senators Irom 
the i^lave States, thai Calilorniii reeeivt;d tht; :; 
pfMTiiis.sion ol the Senate to t'omo into the [\ 
Ihiiuii. I' 

! ii.-;k yoiu c.-pi-eial ob-ervation ol e/z.c leainro \\ 
in this plan ol' terrilorial unvernnicnt. S'on will j| 
KMrieniber thill ii niajoiii v ol lhi'llon>eol Kepre- j' 
^(Mitutivcs had been olected |oi' tin; e\j)rc>s pur- ,, 
pose ol' prohibiiiiiu' slavery in tlu; terriiori(!s. — I 
One hall al h-'a-t o! die Sena'ors had been in- ": 
i^tnieted to vole lor this prohibilion. A Vice l*res- ;; 
Idenf. iec()niiii<'iided to the -^uIIimiz's.'s o| ih(! peo- 
pie ol Iho liet^ States, upon tin; i^ronnd ol his ' 
known (.(pposition lothe extension ol slaverv, was ; 
the pii'sidiim ollicer ol th(> Senate, and liedl, in '■ 
case ol an eipial division, iho eastiie,!; vote. 

t.'uder these cireuinsia.nce.s it mi^ht have betMi 
well expected thai tiie clause ol the Ordinance ol' ' 
N?, proiiibiliicj, territorial slavery, would hav<^ J; 
bc(;n eiinialted ujjon aiiv hill l<»i' 'h(« '4()veriinie!it 1 
ol the tenilory wiitifiiii 'hesilalion. Ihit not only ' 
was no prohibition of slavery eiiiirarieil \ipoii the 'i 
bill lor the ^-overnuKMit ol I'tah, l>ij( on the eoii- 
irary, u «'lau.se was iiisiMted, retpiiriuLf any future 
(."oiiLiri'ss to admit into ihi^ Tuioii any Slate crea- 
ted out of ihal territory with shivery, if the pt;o- ! 
phi of the ai)plyiii'-? State siiouhi desire it. 'J'his i! 
claiisti was (loiibtless iiiiendcd as an implied re- > 
coi;nition of the hiwhihuiss of slaveholdiii'j; prior ! 
to ilit> erection ol a State u'nvormnent; lor why . 
^houl(l there be a provision lor the erection of li j 
shiyeholdiiiL;; State out of a iioii-shivehoKlinu; ler- ! 
ritory ? Thus was the will of a vast majority of , 
the American people disrei^arded, set aside, lieKl ; 
lor naui;ht by tiieir representatives in Congress. — ! 
'The same provision in relation to the cre^Jtion of' 
Slaie.s with slavery was itu'-eited in a bill to pro- 
vide for a terrilorial Ljoveriimcul lor New Mexico. . 



' This was called ihi? -^rUlrnuiil ol llie b.'rritorial nln- 
vt!ry ijuestioii 1 

iS'exl in ordm weit; the (pie.slions relaliiiL; to 
the iiouiidary of Tcvas. I'ublic opinion hati lu'eii 
nnieh «livided in relation lo In-r Weslorn ami 
Norlli-westtMii limits. The amiexatioii rosolutioii.-r 
lell all ipiestions ol boundary t(» be adjiiMeil bv 
Ihe udvernmeiit of the I'liited Stalt^s, ihrounh iic- 
u'oiiaiions with iMo\ico. The Whiq; party had 
i;eniMaliy eonteiideil that the true Western boun- 
dary <d' Texas was the Nueces and a line drawn 
North from that riven- to the Med liiver. The l.)e- 
moeratie party, on the i^liier hand, had gencnsllv 
maintained the lillt; of 'I'exas lo the territory bt)- 
twtu'ii ihe Nueces and the Lower Kio (Jrande.— 
It was upon this !.M'(nuid that the attack of the 
^It^xican forces upon the American troops on tlu! 
eastern bank of llu; Uiodrande, was i(!senled ami 
repelled a.s an invasion ol American .soil. Hut 
no Northern Statesman admitted the riuhl of Tex- 
as to any t(M'ritory whatever west of Iter aiKneiil 
limits as a Spanish [)rovinoe, and above the Low- 
er Kio (Wande; while many Wliit^ stali^smeti of the 
South denied her title lo any territory whalevei 
wo.st of tin; N'leees. 'I'he Nueces i.s a short rivci, 
some 'MW miles in leniith; whde the liio Graiiiit! 
having its cours*; in ils lower portion some loii 
miles west of the Nneees, extends from the (lull 
some 2000 miles to its somees ii; the Northern 
Mouniiiins of New Mexico. This territory l.i(.'- 
Iween the Nneites and the Kio (Irande, pari (il 
the ori',rimd Mexican Slate of Tamanlipas, wib 
that which the Whigs deirunl and the Democrais 
aliirtned to Ijelong lo 'I'exas. Not a loot abovu 
— not a foot of all that was, before the treaty o! 
cession, Ct)ahuila, Chihuahnaj and New Mexicn, 
belonged lo Texas. All this territory, upon the 
.treaty of e(!ssion, became ihe territory of the 
L.'iiited State.s^ precisely in the same sense ami 
to the same extent that the region northwest ol 
tin; Ohio became the territory of the Union, upon 
the cession by Virginia of Ikm' elaitn to it, 

Texas, m.-verllieless, boldly asserted her pro- 
tensions. She (;ven talked of goin^ to war with 
the (leneral (jovernnieiit in vindieation of hoi 
claim. To ha sure her llepresentalives al \Va.sh- 
iiiglon were asking the inlerposition ol the same 
General Covermnenl lo protect lier from iruliau 
hostilitie.«. Ami it seemed hardly natural lliui 
she should light her protector. War, too, re- 
quires nmnilions; and lo [-.rovide them there iniirt 
be treasure. The resources of Texas had been 
exhau.sled in lier contest for independence. She 
could not pay her debts, at least she did not, ami 
her creditors were urging the government of the 
United Stales to aspunic and pay iier obligations. 
Without asi army, without resources, without 
credit, 'Jexas was about, we were told^ to make 
war upon the L'nitetl Slates, if Congress would 
not concede iicr claims. Siie was going to raise 
ami march an army hundreds of miles liuough a 
wilderness, inhabited by those tribes against which 
she asked the protection of the Covernment, ami 
storm thejgarrisons of the United Slates in New 
3Icxioo I conl'uss i was not much alarmed by 



lliose demon. St rut ions. Jjnl ollit'r ;4ontl«'nien 
tlioiiglil tlieuT suliiciently .>^('iiou,s lo niako lariio 
I'oiices.sions oxpetlient. Coniiross liiially ngioetl 
!(, pay To.vas lea millions ol dollars and cede to 
hor a irrcattT portion of tlif lorritory lo wijicli, ;)s 
I liav«! already shown, t^lie liad no title, ii she 
would consent to yield her cliiini to the residue, 
and relievo iis iroin tin; terror.s ol inv;ii?ion ! 

The ;!,fovcrnment ol" this llnion <'ertainly onuht 
10 exeTci.te i?reai liberality in the isdjiisnMenl'of 
(.'onllieting ehi'nn.s wit.h individual States appeal- 
iiiiMo il.s lionor and jusliee. iJnt nothing >lionld 
he yielded to menace: — nothinu" to demands al 
ihe j)oiiit ol' l!i(> buyonet. 

Km another reason hud nu'ch inlluence npon 
my vote iigainst tliis'J'en Millions bill. \ e;.irs ;igo 
I lie Democracy entered their solemn ]>rotest 
;i;i-;iinsl National A.'<snmj)lion ol ^^l!lte debts. It . 
iiiitiht have been convenient, lothe p(H)ple of Ohio 
to have shifted ijie lunden of her debt npon llu! 
'.I'oiiriiai «-iov(?rnmenl. it miuilil have been con- 
vcihetU for Illinois, deeply involved, even to the 
piijiit of snspending p;iyinent, to have repaired 
her credit by the aitl of tlui Natioind Treasnry. — 
And so ol the other tStates. Ilui tlu; Denmciacy ' 
ol the Nation sternly rei'nsed the smallest eonnte- ; 
iiniice to the idea of assumption. Kach 8late was 
li'tl to manage its own imlebtedne.^s in its own 
uay. Hul the Ten Millions bill provitled jor tin; : 
asMnn[»lion of five millions of the Texan dtibl in | 
adilition to the ])ayment of (iv(! millions ami the , 
surrender of a vji.st teriitory as the |)rice of |)eace. ; 

I'Vllmv-eitizens, I tlesired for the l!nited Slates i 
110' II single scpiare inch of hind juslly belomiing i 
in Te.vas. No (]ueslion ol slavery would inllu- 
once me at all m the seltlement of a (pieslion of 
Ixuiiulanj. A conrl might as well make the char- ; 
w/tr of litigants an element in tin; delermination 
"f a <]uestion of tide. Ia'I Texas have her hind : 
lot her have it all. I only desired to liav(? tin; 
iimlters in dispute settled upon .•<onie pi iiiciplc. I ■ 
'^vas ijuite willing to have them dclcrniiiicd by the ' 
luvard of im|)arlial arbitratois or eonimissictiiers. 
f voteil tor a proposition ol that sort. I voted aU ' 
Ml lor a proposition to refer the snbiect ol dispute 
to the decision oi the Supreme Court. I certain- '. 
ly thongiit thai cousiilering the composilioji o| 
iliat Court, five Jnilges out oj' nine bciii^ from . 
'*^l;).ve Slates. 'J'exas, at least, couhl not object to 
'li's veference. Hut she declined the jurisdiction I 

the Supreme Court. She ndused an adjust- 
ment by Commissioners. She iiisi.sted on money i 
•'iitl Unul. 1 ihonuht her claims nnh)nnded, and : 
voted airainst the bill which allowed them, 'l re- 
wudoil it as a measure wromi' in ])rinciple, tlan- 
•-erons as a preceilent. and wholly inconsislent ■ 
with Democratic doctriues. 

The Fugitive Slave JJill wa.'^; another of the.^e i 
measures of compromise. I'ermit metocidl your [' 
itUentioii to a brief hiMorie^d account of the con- : 
Mitutional provision in relation to iugitive.s Iron] ' 
'^ervi<'e. Soon after the Convention id l<'ramer.s ! 
assembled in 1787, four ilraft.s of a constitution. ; 
oi plan of government, were submitteii to it; the i 
^TSmia plan, by Mr. Kandolph ; tlie New Jersey I 



plan, by Mr. r;!llerson ; the South Carolina plan 
by Mr. Piiiekney: the New ^ ork j)laii, by Mr 
Hamilton, it mij>l be remendjered that all thest 
were then Shiveholding States : and it is remarka- 
bh^ enough that not one of tnese plans <'oiitaiin'd 
any allusion, howevm- lemote, to the sul/iect o\ 
iugitives from iservit-e. So l;n- is it Irom beinn 
true I hilt a provision I'm' the reclamation of Iu- 
gitives Was at all a leading object even with Sinilli- 
crii gentlemen in that Convention. Indeed the 
idea ol s)ich a clause does not seem to have been 
eiilertaineil until a late period in the .vt>;-sioii- ol 
the Convention. When ])ioposed it was adopted 
with a det;ree of niiauimity which imlicatcs an 
nmleislandinii" based U|)on st.Mie c;oncf.v.<ioiis in- 
tended as e(pnvalents lor it. My own idea (.'I 
the arrimgetnenl is this: TIh* Congress (d the 
Conlederacy wiis silting in New N oik. wliilo the 
Constitutional Convention was sitting in I'hihi- 
delphia. Several distiiujiiislied licndcmcn wck* 
members at thi; sanu; time o\ both bodies. I'ladi. 
therefore, was likely to be woll iiiroini'^d as to 
the trausaelions (d' the other. On the i:jil; ol ,lul\ 
Congress jironiulgiited the Ordinance oi 17x7. 
jirohibiting slaveiy in the terriiory Northwest ol 
tlu! Ohio, and provitling for tiie erection of live 
h'ee Stales \viiliiii its limits. This Ordinaiu-e. 
adojiled by a unanimous vole, was uiidei>lood 
tt» .>-ecnre a perniaiient inajoiity ol free Slates in 
tin.' coiilederalioii. No one conlemplaled the pei- 
maiient or even vt'iy loii:u continued cxislciicf nl 
slavery in any Stiiti'. Thii Oiiiiiuuice ii.<»dl ron- 
tallied a provision lor the reclamation (d luiiiiivc-. 
Irom service, liiiiilcd lo ca>es ol oM-ape Irom 
(/Tf^/z/o/ Slates. Nor u as this limilalioii arcideii 
tal. The bciielil.-'ii ihc provision. Kdaliu'^i lo iho 
navigable, waters Icaiiiiig to 1 hr M i-sis.'-ippi aiiil 
the Si. reiic'. wck* e\pics-b, .-ciMiicd lo ihc 
cili/.oiis iioi only ol llic (./7go<n/ S'aU'... bal ol all 
Slales which ni!L:ht iheicaiU-r fc added lo ihc 
('on (cd(M a!'\ . Il was in coiisidcraiioii o! llic pi.: 
vision ill ilic ( irdinaiice. socio iiil'; a |/ci nniiicji! 
majoiilv uj lice Slal('>. ;iiid <>l llio 'jrut i;d inidci 
standing ihal slaverv \\,i'< In have biU, a li'mpoia 
I'V e\ isl''ii('(' ill aii\ Sialo. ihai llio piovi>ioii l(^ 
tlie reclamalioii oi lii'^iiivc >la\r> was iiisfntcd 
in the Con slil mi I III, In ciii'ot liio -hive Si ales - ai'l 
to ilio IriM.! Slales: W'c do nm di-.-io' die |)i'iiii:i 
nellC(^ ol slav('i\-; wo moan lo '.iiM iid ol il a- 
sooii as we can i-on^i.-lciil i \ with llio biv-l iiilnol- 
ol all coiict.Miied. We i;i\r voii a p!cdL;i' oi om 
siiicciily by prohibiliPL;' >Iu\<m\ hi ail ihe icniiri 
ry now b(doni!ing to Ihe iialion, and li\- jirovidiic.; 
lortliecrealion oi live hcc Stales (ail ol il. W'o ask 
you ill relnrii. not loinierleie wiih ^lav(M\ wiihin 
our Stale limits, iiiid to auree thai you will 
no laws prevonlinu" our letdamalion (d escapin:.' 
servant:-;: but jirovuie forlhoir beiiiui delivered uj) 
on claim to the parly to whom their service.'-, nun 
be line. To this proposilion the liec Suites >''»'m 
to have agreetl. 

The e.vjicctatioii prevalent at the lime ol the 
adoption of the Con.-.tittitioii and ihc Ordinano', 
that slavery would gradually and at no remote 
period wliolly disappear., has not lieen reali/etl, 
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sti'ail ot' sliivr'fry it-slr'nMioii wo !i:ivp sl;iV(?vy cv- 
ri«inti : iiisti^ud' of iliiiiiimtioii of slavf^ popiilii- 
in \v«! liavp ;i vast incroase; instead of roiiuction 
tho iinmboi ol slavp States, it has beon dnublod. ■ 
HIS a pprmationi'e atui o.vtont of oporation, not ; 
varnf'il of ;it tlin lime, has boon ii'wrn to tho in- 
tivc shivf cian-^t* isivorporniod into th(> (,'onsll- 
tini;. 

Thf (^■)n^!:i('-;s of \x^>i) was rt'(|iiir('d to h'^ishitc 
ultM' this }Movi*ion for tho extradition ol'fu2itiv(; 
;ivt>^. Was siK-li le'^ishition warranted l>y tht; ' 
oii^litntion '. This is a aravc qnestion. not to be ' 
•tiled by lh«^ mere assertion of any man. iiow- ' 
.•er etninent. 

Onr L'overnnieut is one ol eunrnerated and spo- ■ 
lie jiowers. Among those, w'o lind none to lou"- 
late >ipon shivery or fnij;itivos from shivery. On ' 
e eonlrarv, the whole matter of slavery seems ' 

linve be(»n (^arelhlly evelnded from nationalleg- 
i:Uion, ami lolt lo the disjiosal of the State sov- 
•ei^iili("^. Slates nlone. in tlie view of the fram- ' 
s ol the (^onstitnlion, could anthori/o, re<inia1e 
• abolisli slavery, or jn-ovide for the extra'.iition : 
.' ihtrilivc; ,<l;i.ves. This view of th.e C!onstitntion 
ii'ni(»ui/.es entirely with iiu.> settled doctrines of 
le Democracv. wliich denv to the General (!ov- ! 
•tunetit all power not ''xpressly eonftn'red. and ' 
i-conntenance the exercise of donbtfn! powers, 
y none lias this doctrines of constitntiomd con- '; 
ruction bc^cn more sireniionsly iiisisled upon 
lan by Southern statesirien. in ntler disrenaitl 
i'' it. tliey dcnmndeil from ttu^ C'oti'iress of j.S.OO 
le enactment ol the l''ni:itive Slave law. 

The provisions of this bill «!\pose the itnpro- 
liety of such leirishilion. Th(^ t'Xiraditioii of fu- 
itive slaves cannot be el feci cd by the (ionend 
overnmenl (vvcejjt thronuii its own oliicers. It 
uniol (MiLMLie the Slate ;iiulinrilies in this servii^''. 

inn-t, proviiie, therefore, cor.rts for the iidjudica- ■ 
on of (luesiioMS arisini:; nj)on claims to lunilivo 
iive<. The l-'niritive Shive law has done this by 
ntliori/im;- the Federal irncnit C'onrts to appoiiu 
onimissioners within their respective (hrcnits in 
idlicient numbers to try ail (^ases of this tlescri[)- 
on. '.riie ("oustitntioa expressly d<n'lares ilia), 
nines shall be a]){Hiintfil by tlu^ i'ri\sidenf of the 
'niied Slates, widi. llu; advicti of tho Senate, and 
old llieironice< dnriiiu^ noo,i belinvior. 'Vhese 
Dmmissiotiers are in every sense jnd;i;(\s, vet ihcy 
re appointed by tho ci)nrts ;nid hold tlieir oliices 
urin'j,- the pleasure of the ci)nrls, in niter disrt^- 
;ird of the Constilntion. \ot only mnst then; be 
iid.'.re-; to decide these fuLritivf? oases, but there i' 
nnsl be odicers to carry tlieir decisions iiitoelli'ct. ; 
\<-cfirdini:iy, the law :uilIiorizes tin; appoinlment : 
,t deputy in;ir>lials. wiilioiU limit as to numl'er, i 
iiiii authorizes also each of thes(? deputies to c:dl ' 
o lii< assistance as mnny individuals as he sees ' 
it Thus the country is blled with .^warrnsof fed- | 
nal olfu-ers actiii'j; upon the most delicate (|Ue~- ' 
ions ol personal liberty and Slate Sovend^nlv. in ' 
-nauiiest violntion of tlu^ plain sen<e oi ih,» i'on- i 
4ilutinn. j 

This act also ilenounces severe |)onalties aizainsl I' 
.Ul who directly or indirectly transgress it^ provi<- ' 



ions. Aiding' or rdiellinij' in :iny wny the escajic 
of a fu'jitive. i-i a pen;d oii'ence. If Congress can 
do this. Cou'^ress ni:>y also 'declare what net-; sho I 
eonsiitnte <ncli nidm-j' oi' abetting'. Speakir;.:. 
v,'rilin2'. p'.d-ii<hiiiLr :i'j:iinsi slaveiy. may be sniil 
to tend to uid.ncr^ the e>c:ipe of s!;ives: ;uid nia\. 
ther(dore; be made ])eiiai oiit^nces bv some npu 
KuLiitive Slave :icl. li ihe ;n-t ol 1850 is consliln. 
tional, sncii an act wouKI ite constitutional. 1; 
comparison with "^nch lei:is!ation. how harnile.<- 
and insi'inificani wcyc tho'^e Alien and Seditio:. 
laws which exciuui such indiLiiiation amoiiLr ili'' 
Kalhers of r>emorracy in the days (d' .lefiin'soiil 

i''ellow-citi/ens. 1 opposed the emuMment of tlii- 
law. I spoki^ a'iaiiist il : I voted atrainsf it. ] 
shall nev(n" cease to dematid its repeal. 1 trii>; 
thai yon will vote foi' lu) mtm to rej)reseJit you i:; 
Congress who will not insist upon its repeal. 

1 know voiy v>-e!l lo what ])i>)'i!s I expose my- 
self by this declaration. My name will he o: 
coni>e. em'olled on the !i-l of ihe proscribed. TIm' 
authors and siijiporters of the comj-)romi«e mo;i- 
sures, not coni'-nt v.-iili carryiiiu' them tliroiiuli 
Conuress. have entered inlo a solemn Ie;i2'ue aiiii 
eovenam. analn.-t all win* shall dare to tjuestini! 
their wi:-dom. or c(^nle-;t their jioi'manence. With 
an andaciiv and arrogance unparalleled in the loi:- 
islativc hisioi'v of this coiuilry. ihov issued aixnin-i 
all iIk'' op))onenls ol'ilieso ineasmes. their edict (>i 
(ixclusion from tiie oliice< and honois of the Ixt'- 
]iublic. ••Thev declare," liiey say. '-thai: llicv 
will not support, lor the oliice of Ih'esidont or \'ii'!' 
I'residoiti; t-r ot SemUor or Uepresentali ve in Con- 
Liross, Ol- as member oi' StaU^ ^..el^i^latul■(^"" — wli\ 
not adii I'or constable, [n^'j reeve or fencf^ viewer.'— 
'•any man, oi' \vhaiever ]iarlv. who is not knov.'i. 
to b(^ opposed lo the (iisinibance of the setthnncii; 
aloi'(>said. and to the renewal, in any iorm. of nu- 
itation upon the subiecl ol slaverv." 

l'"eliow-ci!i /en^, I am an independent man 
'I'hus lar in Id'e I ha\-e earned my own livinu'b} 
my own labor. I have had but little assistant''' 
excepl from the head and hands thai (lod fi'avi' 
me. I can live widiont oliice. i want no oliic'' 
upon l!ie liM'nw dictated by thi-^ lenime and cove- 
nant oi' ])rosciiptio!i. In the posilion which 1 oc- 
cupy, as oiM' i>! lli(> Senalors of tiiis iireal Stale. I 
shall ;i.'i as my jiKiunieul ;uid conscience promjn ■ 
never dejtarliiiu; from \\h) ureal landmarks of tin' 
Diunocralic failli : whoever nniv den(Utnc(>, wli'i- 
ever may apphmd. 

Ihi!. iellow-ciii/en-. il this covenant aiiaiii-'' 
a'lilalion were luliilied with any strictness, I Kiinw 
ol noiii* v^'ho would bi' more olmovions lo itsjioi!' 
altie< ihaii the c'lvenanlers llnnnsel ve-; : for stiu'"' 
the day il wa^ siixned and sealed, who havi! bcc'i 
so bu<y in a'jilalion a--- llie-i; (HMiouiicers oi asiil:'- 
tion '. It i-; bnl a Imv (hiv-; sin.'c ihe head ol t!i" 
WhiLi- Admini<iralii.ii. wilh 1 he iiiealc)- jiarl ofln-- 
ClabimM. traversed s.-veial Stale.-:. (.v(M'v where pr^ 
claimiun' iheuHclve-: and i!i/' supporters oi if'' 
compromi-^e measure- a-; the evclu-ive Iriend^ 
llu> I'nion, and denouncing all who dared lo o}i 
pose them as di«>(H-L''ani'/(>rs and levolntionisl-. A 
strano'cM- to our in<tuulions would be apt to inli"' 



[i:uiii lilo iPiior ot' liicii' spnoclit"'?, that. Hlavt^ry \v:i.s 
Ldooil the coriifr-.-tonr! of l!ppul.)lic, aiul lliat 

I'lul npholtl ii. -No auUnlidii snjins too violoit — 
doimiiciatioii too loud, il' (lirrctod aaainsl lh«; 
Ippoiit.'nl? ol' «;hivoi V- I'lio supporters ot the 
liiiive JSlavo liiw. and its kiiuiriN.! im'-asurcS; arc 
i.ii so lani'h opponoiits ;is iimnopoli-ils of aii'ilaiioii. 
|\o\v I am opposed to al! in()iio[)olips. If there is 
|iibt'('oniiiini'ti ag'ilation upon this stthjoct, f desire 
^ihave sdine hami in it. If there is to bo a-^^ila- 
|,o:i ill support of the I'liuitive Shive bill ami the 
|iV\:iii coiriprornise. 1 desire to riLi'itato a iitll(f 
l^iinst lhe:<( m(?asnres. whieh iny jndirment and 
|i!!iH'ienee iiiiko condemn. And I mt!an to spe.'ik 
f;iLMin-^l th(^ni. and to uarn the people; airainst 
I'li'tn. on all suitable oircasioiis, liowever high the 
^(.niirter irom \v]i.ieh deiiniieiniioiis of siieh a course 
'jii/iv proc(?ed. 

h. is claimed that these c'.)inpromise meiisiin^s i 
AviTi' it. settlement, of tiie slavery (pieslion. This | 
?i- more mocUerv. Mv<'rv iriaii who has an eye to 
•>i'e. (ir an er.r to henr. knows that the (piestion is 
(lioi. settled. It. is more unsettled than ever. 'J'iie 
|l'ii:j:ilive Slave bill has thrown into the canhh'on 
t);! Controversy utnv elements, ami applied toil 
yifirer Itames. It deo-i-ades tiio Slate soviToiizn- 
il makes every mnn's ]>nrson;il freedom iii- 
?f('cnre: it sends its marshnls and deputy marshals 
fiinnriL.'' us to sei/c anv man wiio may bo ehiimed 
0 livj/itivii from service. Ii clothes its irrespon- 
i-Fible Commissioners with povrers to enforce that 
:|iaim without alibrdinsi; any adecpiate oiiportunity 
fi>' (Intipnce to its victim. How idle, and worse 
|tii;in idle it is to tell us that the (piestion is settled, 
^vheii tliosii who tell ns so only mean it will be 
Jfi'liled if ;i free people will ncnuiesce in the pro- 
^^i-iniis of liLws like this I 

3 Dniititioss, h'ilow-citizeus. donbdess. this (ptes- 
||mii of slavery mnsl l.>e settled. Hut to make any 
gfi'illement; linrd ami ))erm;inenl. it must be ibuti- 
!iii'(l oil principles just in themselves, and derived 
i|iO!n tlio natuK; oi' (Jlovermiients and Stales; nat 
gjlipoii the ima;iiiiarv eipiivalents of a barirain bi^- 
'?t\voon slaviM'v and I'roedotn. It must be ciiected. 

'i ll.* ' 

;;:1i(it tiy h^Liishitive amendments or additions to the 
|i'|instiiutieii. but by atlher(Mic(i to its principles. In 
|1::e view of llie eonstiintion, slavery is a meri? 
I^ato roiu-ern. It depends wholly open State laws 
;;^l'>r its (>\islence and coiriimiaiice. \)y consti- 
It'iiinii iiic { ieiicrnl (invtMiiment is Ibrbidden to de- 
r^lHivc ;iny ••person of lite, liberty or property, with- 

due pific(^-<> ol hi.w."' All pewer to :inthori/e 
r?y '-usiaiii slaverv. is thus car<'lnlly v>'illiheld iVom 

.Nulional ( iovfn'iimem. These simple I'acN in- 
:f lirinciples upon which a liiial and piM- 
'^i|ii!;iiit'nt setthmient can be; (Elected. There must 
;/|l" nil .slavery without State limits and within e.\- 
■•SiNivc national '|urisoictien. and no leiiislation by 
j« nn'jrc^s lor the extradition of luLiitives irom ser- 
f "'I'. Within State limits slavery must be leU to 
J'l'Miispusitioii of State legislation. When these 
l^'iinplc :iikI obvion< principles shall be reccirni>;etl 
|;';i«l applied, the slavery tpieslion will be settled, 
y wliole subject of slavery and the evtrndilioii 



of fugilive.s, will be left wliero the constitution 
leit it — with llie States. The General CJovernmeiii 
will maintain the natural rights of every person 
within il.s e.xclnsive jurisdiction, and lake charge 
only of liiose matters of g(!neral concern that the 
constitution has confided to its care. This, J re- 
peat, is, in my judgment, the only practicable set- 
tlementol the slavery ([uestion in conformity with 
the principles of the constitution. 

Tiiero is, indeed, another mode of settlement 
which would also be final. 1 mean emancipation 
by the authority of the General (iovernment, 
coupled with coinp(!nsation to masters, and. per- 
haps, ex])atriation and colonization of the slaves. 
This would involve the assumption of undelega- 
ted power by Congress — the creation of an enoi- 
mous national debt — the perpeltialion of oppress- 
ive tarifl and credit syistems: and can. therefore, 
meet the approbation of no man to whoin tlx* 
principles ot Democracy are clear. 

The constitutional .settlement to wliich I have 
adverted, would not, of course, secure the perma- 
nent continuance sf slavery. On the contrary, its 
final extinction would bo e fleeted through Slate 
legislation as .speedily as upon the other plan 
througli national legislation. The plan t . em- 
ancipation, conipciisation aiul coloni/atioU; will 
doubtless be the plan of Capital and Conservatism. 
The plan of restriction v»'itliin State limits, and 
leaving the whole sidViect to State disposition, is 
the plan upon which our lathers intended that the 
final extinction ot slavery should be accomplished. 
It is the plan of the Constitution and Democracy. 
I'pon the ibrrner plan, the extinction of slavery 
will be indeed eflectetl; but the labor of the coun- 
try will be burdened with an enormous debt, and 
ufier all the evils which tari/I' systems and bne.k- 
ing systctns — the olispring of (lebt — bring in their 
train. Upon the latter plan, the same great object 
will be accomplished peacefully, constitutionally, 
by llie voluntary action of tlie several Stales, 
without the imposition of any extra buvdens upon 
labor. 

It is vain to think of supj)ressing agitati(.Mi 
until a linal sellemcnt shall bit ellected upon one 
or the other of these plans. It is (Jod's will that 
all men shall be Iree. Man'B will must contbrm 
to (Jod's will. ^ on may as well attempt to arrest 
Niagara as it thunders in its fall, as to attempt lo 
at rest the current of opinion. Vou may as well 
attempt lo arrest the sun as he ascends from the 
hori/on to the /cniih, as to arrest human progress 
lo its destined consiuTimation in ecpiality and hap- 
piness incomjiatible with slaveiy. 

The tiejiarlure of the government from llie prin- 
ciples of tlie constitution, in its action upon slav- 
ery, has iriven ris(! to great diversity of opinion in 
relation to the )nerits of slavery ittelf. Tlicre aie 
those who once condemned the institution wlio 
now justify it on principle. Thest; assert that 
Stales in which slavery exists enjoy the best form 
o{ society : that slavery is tho happiest relation ol 
labor to capital, and the most stable foundation ol 
free inslituti jns. 1 lately read an article in the 
Sonlhcyn I'rcis the. orsran ol the Southern iiisrhts 



II s 



i\arty in WivshliiL^oii. wliicli sliiii'ti llial ..Iffiorson 
uid other slatosnn^n ot his day, eliii iiiclocd iii- 
iul'-o iho expeclatioii ol tho advcnl ot a juMiod 
when cqiialityaiia justice, viituo and tnith. shonhl 
,,revail ainon^ mon. Unt this bnglit droain, , 
miid the v.-iilcf, is no uioio.'" Is tins indtuvi so'f j 
!s this tlie linal result to which the pohtical phdos- | 
opliy of shivery (>oniUi(.'ts us '. Wore our lathers 
visionarv dreamers when tliey pledged their hvrs, 
dieir liberty and their sacred honor, to tin; vindica- 
lion ol' e(iual liulils and oi th.^ doctrnie that gov- 
prnments are instituted anionii men to maintain 
;ui<l defend them '. Wasiiinuton nuhdge a 

iheam— a brij^iit dream which would vanisli upon 
awaking— when he led our tatliers to the battles 
ol the revolution and fertilized so many lidds 
with the blood of ihe martyrs of liberty '. Were 
lliey—bleedinn-, Jii,ditins, dyini? foi' IjU-iepend- 
P„ce.— the victims ot hallucination— illusion— a 
(ireai'n ? i'pon you, men of Northwestern Ohio, 
it rests lo vindicate their memory from this re 
nroacli. 

' There are others who re(:ou;ni/e slavery as an 
ovil, but regard it as a wci-ss(try evil— as a part of 
what they call the great system ol servitude, to be 
mitigated as far asinay be, without disturbance ol 
any existing interests: but to be endured and tol- 
erated rather than such disturbance. Such is the 
idea of Capital, of Money, of Conservatism. It 
will never grapple with the great evil with any 
resolute purpose of overcoming it. 

There are others still, who" yet maintain the 
opinions which .lellersou inculcated. They have 
a practical belief that all men were created e(jual ; 
that they were endowed by their Creator witii 
inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness; that the security and deiense ol 
these rights are the sole, legiiiinati! ends of hu- 
man government; that it is tlie right aiid the 
duty ol the people lo form, reform and administer 
uovernmenl for the attainment of these great ends; 
and that every man who has a vote is responsible 
for the action of the government which he he!|)S 
to create and sustain. These hold, with Jeli'er- 
son, that slavery is incompatible ^^'itli the lunda- 
menlal ideas of Liberty and Justice, and look to 
the time, and labor to 'hasten the time, when, by 
the legitimate action of the State and National 
uoverninents, this great evil ol slavcMy will be 
tinally eradicated. 

Hut we are met with the menace that it we act 
iipon this subject tho Union will be ilissolved. 
This is an old cry and a very stale cry. It should 
alarm no sensible man. i hav(! seen no symp- 
toms of dissolution of the rnion, I have heard 
angry debate; i have seen some bad blood in 
Congress; but, outside of Waj^hinglon, I Imve 
seen no disposition among the people to ell'ect or 
permit a dissolution ol the I nion. Is ther(> any- 
luuly here who wants to dissolve \\ '■ l>o you 
Icnow ol anybody anywhere who really wishes to 
dissolve it— perhaps" I should say out of Jionth. 
Carolina ^ I'ellow-ciii/ens, wlu-n the dissolution 
of this Union comes, it will not be without obser- 
vation. When rcnl danger appioat'hes you will 



feel it in the riiinospliere. It will reveal 
scnc(i by siun?' in the heavens above and in:; 
earth beneath. Hut liow is it now ! AW ])o;io 
fnl. (piiet, calm. The farmer drives his ;>!ir 
a-lield; the mechanic works in his sli(>|i: i: 
mer<;liant is busy at his counter and in his oliii- 
the sailor plows the rivers, lakes and ouea: 
i all are engaged in their accustomed pursuits wii: 
out agitation and wilhonl alarm. 'I'liis won 
hardlv tx; so w(Me there real danger. 
I 'J'he truth is, this cry of dissolution of the \ 'w 
j has gtMierally been used to cti'ect some spivi: 
j object, and often with too much success. I wi 
! give you a l)riel account of the lirst instaiici^ I iiii 
j aware of in our history. When th(5 lirsi (jir 
j gross, tho Congress of 177^. formed the iion-itr 
\ portalion and non-e.vporlation agreement, I 
. which they hoped to secure the co-operation 
_ liritish ineichaiits atul manufacturers in tho 
I dress of American griev;mces. South (lainii:! 
tlueat(*ncd to withdraw from the t'ongre:?s if • 
was not. permitted to continue the e.\port;it:oii 
rice ami indiuo. 'I'ln? great staples of the counir. 
were then breadstulls and provisions. It w.i- 
thought inadmissible while llic Northern St;iii- 
agreed to di.scontinne the exportation of ilif 
grain uiul meats, that South Carolina slionKI i' 
allowed to export her rice and indigo. Tlicdei-' 
gates from South Carolina, except one, aoliiall; 
withdrew from Congress. The result wa?; iif 
gotiation and a compromise. South Curoliiiu WS' 
allowcil to expoit rice, her giiMl staj)le. and t'o' 
sented to forego the exportation of the unimiw 
taut article of indigo. 'I'his is a fair sampli'i 
the cry, iis purpose and its result. Jii inoiier 
i times it has had an additional result. It has bee 
; made an occasion for getting up a U^iioii IViiiy 
I an excuse for needless concessions to (lisalioclic:. 
I ami a grouiul of claim in behalf of compronii>tv 
j to the plaudits of the people lor their iiiestitrml 
I services in the salvation of a Union which w; 
i never in danger. 

I Did it ever occur lo you. iellow-citizenr', tin 
j according to the estimates of ge<)graj)her.'*) ! 
i whole earth contains but fifly millions of sqiKU- 
I miles oi land, and that one-lifteenth of ihc whol 
j is included within the boundaries of the Uiiiie 
\ States? Did it ever occur lo you that tin; liW 
i gravitation restrains the orbit of every pinm 
: within the .sy.stem lo which it belongs; "ami lli^ 
1 it some small astaouL by some miwonted inll' 
I ence, is driven a lillh^ from its cine course, th; 
' great law infallibly lestores it lo its true pluif 
; 1 Jiave no fear that South Carolina will penii' 
nently disai)pear from the American Constell.'iH' 
; One of her own stati'smen has said that shew: 
\\ find it easier to gcf out of the Union than to 
out of it. lint I do not believe that she will li' 
it very easy to g(!t out. 

'I'here are othci matters, I'ellow-citizoiis, ir,v 
I; which I have been called to act during niy scrri' 
^ in the S'onale. 'I'lie public lands is one ol tin"' 
I, Hy sonic the public lands are regarded a? a ln! 
ji to be distributed with a vic^w to r(!venue: !• 
ji others, a- a vast propertv to be <livided hctu-t"' 
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HiU'.^ ami (J(npoiiilions fitr varicm.s puipcirc^ ul 
)jno\cimMif: I5y nlli«is. us f>t;ilt; liold in 
Ul tlie people, t<» In; partitioned lunotig 
jOjile. I coiieiir wilii tlio^t; who lioUl the 
)Mii()ii I iiave las! iruMilioncd. I Mtit.-il lor 
bill jiiaiitiiig lands to the ^ohiiors of llie 
it'icnl wars in wliicli llu; oounlry lias lieoii <'n- 
I voIimI lor it. not nuMvly tis an act ol jiis- 
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;,! ID nil' soldiers, bat as a measure ol dislribu- 
aiuis anionic the ])e()ple. I was asked llie 
jicr iliiv it I did not lliink that there uero classes 
iiiiivuluals not iiickided in llie bill, c([ually en 



10 Its bene] its. My answer was, N os — a 



ly lai'ic (.•la>s; the whole (dass of llu; laiulless. 
fjioiitlui ISounly I/and bill was uinler diM-ussioii, 
iioparod an atneiuhnciit wiiieli ! will read, and 
iifii {fxpicssos niy view of the subjeet. It was 
ntiiouuht by the iViciuls of Land lielorui e.xpe- 
loui to press it at that time. Hut I trust it will 
I bofoine a part ol the law t'»l' the land. 
|Mr. Chask here read his aiuendnieiit as lul- 

Hal l".ytlicr ciKiclcd, Ihat every laiidlc.-s citi- 
, ami every iuiiniurant who has made a deela- 
lioii (il intention to become a eiti/.en ol" the I 'lii- 
1 Slatos, being ol' adult age, shall be entitled 
one humJied and sixty acres ol' land for a(Mual 
fiilciucnt, and every person, so entitled, having 
\a made aliidavit of intention to setile upon 
lauil, sliall receive from the l)e[)artnient of 
\i! liitciior a eertilieate or w arrant, reeiiing. brief- 
ilio facts wliieh constitute the title to said war- 
^iii, and the warrantee nniy locate said ^varrant 
' piovitlctl in the secoiul section of this act, and 
iH.'ivo a patent, eoulahiing the same recital as 
warrant iherei'or, and hold the saim>, so long 
lio or she shall renuiin actually settled ii[)on 
iiillaiul, exempt from ext^cntion or sale upon any 
p'css. Older, or decree of any court ol' tiu! l.'ni- 
' States.' ' 

1 is my opinion also, that wlu/n, by any 

^ ol parliiiotij or sale, or distribution, the (pian- 
lycff public lands in any Stale has been reduced 
)io\v a million of acres, the Fetleral ownership ol' 
liul wiiliin thai State shouhl Ik; nncomlitionally 
liuiiiiiUed by <*ession of the resiilue to the Slate. 
K'i'onrui;.;ly prepared and brought in a t)ill for 
jLoesf.sioii, to the State of Ohio, of all the remaiii- 
of the jinblic Kinds within our limits. I was 
lluiiate enough to obtain the concurrence of "the 
|inniiuee(tn Public Lands in support of this bill. 
hi action of the Senate iijion it was prevcntctl 
I' llie near approach of the termination of the 

,;;ioii. I ho[)e yet to see it in the statute book. 
1 11h) improvement of liivcrs ami Harbors en- 

-t-'d. a.syouarc aware, much of the attention of 
lfiii2ro>s at its last session, anil was the occasion 

I'lo'aaciod and angry contest. I am opposed to 
"::i'('o.<s;ury and e.vtravanant expenditure;: by 
^'Vennneiit. The administration of public affairs 
kould be n'-nlatcd by the strictest economy. 1 
p opposed al.-o to soclionalism and favoritism. 
M I know that the power to regulate Com- 
ferco is liold by almost all the statesmen of the 
^-Jihy, ol every party, to include the power to 



imjirove the Harbors ami Ciiannel.s ot Coinmefce. 
and to provide for itrs security by the erection ol 
light houses and other like means. So long as 
this constrnclion is received I wish that the Com- 
merce ami Navigation of the West should share 
the benel'its which the Government has liithertf) 
so liberally extended 1o the Commerce and Nav- 
igation of the Kast. 1 favor no loose and lutitu- 
dinarian construction of tiie Constitution ; nor yet 
a construction so narrow and rigoroiis that il will 
deprive the ( Jovermnent of all power to accom- 
plish the objects of its creation. North) ! accept 
that ctther con^truction, sometimes liberal, ami 
sometimes narrow, which is determined by de- 
grees of latitude and longitude; and, like "some 
products of the vegetable kingdom, expands to- 
wards the rising and closes towards the setting 
sun. In accordance with these views I gave a 
steady support to the Uiver and Harbor Bill which 
passeil the House ami was <lefeatod in the Sen- 
ate. It containcil iiuleed some provisions wliich 
seemed to mo objectionable. IJut it was neces- 
sary to take the whole Bill or none; and I thought 
it more important to secure the ajjpropriation.v 
for our extended Lake coast and Bivcr luirder than 
to defeat comparatively insignificant and unini-- 
portant aj)propriations for a Jew objects w^hicli 
.shouhl, perhaps, have been excluded Ironi the Bill, 
When the Kiver and Harbor Bill was laid upon 
the table by the consent of a majority of its Whig 
friends, and it was appareid. tluil il could never 
be taken up again, I thought it my duty to ofler 
an amendment to the Civil and Diplomatic Bill 
embracing all tiie aj)proprialions lor Ivivers and 
Harbors, which, in my judgment, should be juop- 
erly includetl. This amendment embraced no aji- 
propriation not included in the defeated Bill. It 
was iramcd by simply striking irom it those appro- 
priations lor which no reconnuendation or estimate 
had been furnished by the proper department, and 
which, upon that account, wen; strongly objected 
to by AVesterii Democratic Seuiitors. ' It included 
every important appropriation lor the Kivers and 
Harbors of the ^Vcs1. This amendinimt was de- 
feated, and ilefeated by the voles of professed 
friends and champions of River and Harbor im- 
provements. 1 impute no )nolives ; but I cannot 
but regard their action as singularly unfortu- 
nate. 

I have thus, I'elloA' citi/ens. brielly reviewed 
the most important questions upon which I liave 
been called to act as your Senator. 

In conclusion, permit me to say that the same 
principles which have governed niy action here- 
tofore will control it hereafter. 

Whether in a public or in a private .station, — 
and 'd private is to me not less acceptable lhaii a 
public station, — I shall be found, Cod giving nre 
strength, a maintainor of Freedom. 

W^hether supported or alone, 1 mean to stand, 
resolutely and inflexibly, by the great Demoi-rat- 
ic doctrine of equal and exact Justice to all men. 

liy the utmost efiorts ol humble abilities, I de- 
sire to promote the truest and highest interest ol 
our vv'lioic country in ali its breadth, aud especial- 
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ly of that noble State in wliicli your lot and my lot 
is cast. 

I desire to see the National ownersliip oi the 
Public Domain terminated witliin our limits. 

I desire to hasten the lime when every man 
who has a will to work sliall liavc a f^pol to work 
upon, and a home to live in. 

I desire to see those mighty inhuid .sous which 
stretch along our Northern border, and tlie great 
Uivers which penetrate our vast Interior, — the 
like ot which the world has not, — improved by the 
common treasury of the Nation, and made the 
safe channels ot the Commerce and Navigation 
to a prosperous people. 



I desire to see — God grant that we may live to 
see it — the hope of Jeflerson and his compairio' 
statesmen not vauisliing as a bright drearn in the 
darkness of disappointment: bui realized in the 
practical application of the principles ol Free^ioin 
and Justice to the alfairs of the State and Natiui!- 
tional Coverninents; linking, in kindred bond 
and without " flaw, a great and virtuous peopl;' 
inhabiting frotri the Atlantic to the Pacilic, 
from the Isthmus to the Vole: iiil tVoe ; every rigir 
deiended; ail hihutr ji'siiy reww.nhHi. and not ,i 
man en^^lavcd ! 



Rksolltions of the Convention, roi)uilod hy Ja.mks ■ 
Myeks, JonN FiTCir, Jonx P. Cuankkr, C. II. Mnj.LU, 
and u'V. 1). Wkigiit, Com mil tee, jnid un.'uiitiioiisly 
adopted. 

I. Rcsoli'ed^ TliKt true niihsiou of tluj Anioru nu Dcinoirn- ■ 
ry is to maintain the Tiilicrtics €)f tlie Ffoijlc, tliu f«ovor€M;rnl y of i 
the Ht;it«s and the iMteprity of the Union, Ijy tho rtppliciitioii to i 
pnhJic .TftViirs of its fnndnunMital priucijdcs oV Jliiunl IJiglits, V.\. \ 
net Justice and no {?*pecial rrivili*,'es. j 
Br-sofved, That the ricniocracy of the Union lias^ liitlieifo j 
proved itsolf competent to its mission by the scuIimikmiI of liiu \a- ' 
rious c|iiestions which have, from time to (ime, arisen in our his- j 
inry ; especially wlien under the load of Jekkkkson, it. vindioaU>d 
.State Sovereignty and I'opidar Freedom, against tiio onoroai-h- 
menfs of the Central Power, and the odious Alien and Sedition 
haws ; and A?hen, at a later period, luidcr the h)ad of J.\cIv^oN, 
It defeated the dangerous schemes of Associated Wealth, and ! 
PrivilegPd iMonopoly by canccllinpthe National I)»d»t, overthrow- , 
ing the National Hfmk and suhstitutin;,' a Tarilf for Kevoniic, i 
instead of a TariflTfor the ptomotion of particular interests. I 

y, licsolncil, Thattiie fl^niocracv of the Union is fr.llv < oni- 
petent to dispose of the (jnestion of Slavery and its relations to 
(ho State and National <^overnnlcnts, whicli, in tiio pr(»i:rcss (»f 
events, has now arisen aiid demands, not an evasive and li<n)]»o- 
rary adjustment, hut a permanent and fmal settlenuMit- 

1. Resnh^cil, That the VVhiiy compromise of Ip'.jO. hv niakin;; 
the admission of u Soverei^xn State contiujirent upon tlu/ adoptidn , 
<»f other measures, demanded by the special interests i.f Slave- i 
ry ; by its omission to ;ruarantee freedom in free Territories ; hy ' 
Its imposition of unconstitutional limitations cm the power of | 
ly'ongressand the I'eople to admit new States ; bv its provisions i 
for the assumption of I'ivo l\1illions of the Stale Debt of Te.\,is ' 
jMid for the payment of equal millions and the ces^ion of larire | 
Territories to the same Slate, under menace, as an indncenjcnt ; 
to the relin(ini>hnient of a p;r(uind!css claim; and bv its invasion 
of the soverein-iiiy of the States and tlie Liberties of the reopie, 
by the enactment of an nm-onstilutional and indefensible law for 
the recovery of Kujrilives from service, is proved to be inoon>,i>- ' 
tent with all the principles and uiaxims of neniorracv, and ' 
wholly inadiqnate to the settlement of the ijiiestions of wliicli it ' 
IS claimed to be :in adjustment. j 
5. Resolved, That the general principle which must ;;overn any ! 
veal and permanent adjustment of tho Slavery rinc-stinu, wcie 
well stated by the nemooratus Convention oft^Miio. on theSlhof ' 
.lanuary 1818, which declared that, while "the Democracy of i 
Oliio fully recoj;ni/.e tho doctrine that to eacii slate belongs the i 
ri^rht to adopt its own municipal laws ; to rei'ulate its own inter- i 
nal aflairs ; and to bold and maintan equal soverei<inty with every | 
other state ; upon which rights the National Leijislature can i 
neither Lefrislate norencroacb," they "look nponthc institution of ' 



slavery, in any i)avl. of tiu; I 'liion, ;i> ;ui evi!, and untavora'tile to 
tiie full developement and practical benetitsot' free iustituiioiij ; 
and, entertaininj,' tlicse senliioenls, t'eel it to be their ilutyo 
use all power, clearly given by the terms of tiie National Com 
pact, to prevent its increase and to mitignto and linallv erailicai" 
tlu! evil."' 

ti. licsolrr.iJ, That, the ])rinciples indicated by these rcMiin 
lions — uj)on whicli alone, in the jnd^fnient of t his convention, th" 
question of slavery can be tuialiv and permanently adjnsUHl— aie 
Ibo.'io: I. Abstin-.'nce front all iiitcrfereneo with the iiUeui'l 
legislation <if any state, wlietiicr upon tlic sniijocl of Slavciv, <" 
any other municipal eoin'.ern : and The disconnection of lii? 
National (Miverm^ient iVom all support of Slavery, and the w\ 
ciseof its !e;;:itiniato inilnencc on the side of freedom. 

Jlcsolrcd, That tlie present Federal National \Vbi;rndiiiir 
i'-lratioii has Ity its acts Ibn'eited all claim to the rcspeciaml con- 
tid'Micc of the American I'eople, and liiat we will iiol liokl am 
political fellowship with any of its supporters or abet ttirs, le! 
them be called by whatever |»nrt.y name lliey may. 'flic tiiiit'< 
demand an encriretic and I'ailliful snitport ol' the men and iiica- 
8uri!S id' the .lellcrs^oiiian DeiUftcracy. 

S. llcso/ri.i!. In the lan;j;n;ii,'e of (rov. Wood's ia(e inau;.'iiral 
,>res.sa5;e, that "the la w commonly called the Fnj,'ilive Slave law, 
that d.enies a jury trial here or eiscv.bere ; that prov ides fur tin 
apjiointment of swarnss ot petty oliicers io cNccnte it : lliaf jivp. 
a doable compensation to lind every claim set up in favor of tin' 
master, and p.iys the expense in any case tVoin the jjublic trea>' 
nry, can never receive the volnntMry co-operatio!i of the i)o«|ilt'," 
and on^bt (o be itnincdiately repealed. 

II. Jirsolrc'f, That the public lands are tit" estate oflln' Ten 
pie. held by the ■iovernnient in tni.'t, not liir revenue but liir 
tilinn, and lhattln> true object of tin; triivl, will be be?,t attain"'- 
by llieir free •fraiit inlimiteil quantities to actual se:,'.iei», not Ivn 
in;: other la'.ds, without cost. 

UK licsoirc'l, Tiiat Free Tiatb- i- ilie dii:' pulirv ol" nil li^ 
tioii>, to wliicli all iintioiis iiui>t nltMiiatdy letiini ; bill, win'-' 
flit; reveiiiies of flic connlry are m;'.iiily deriviMi, a> now, Um^ 
imposts, eviM v interest siionld be eipi;;! in i'".- ri'j.'ard of ;,'n\t'i,v 
meiil, ill re>pecl t(» imrdiMis iinpo-rd. 

II. Jtnto/t'cd, 'I'liiit wiiile we in>i>>l on ii: id ecf)ii(miv i i 
lii" < xpemiiture, and a strict oii-ervance oi' piineijiles ol' tin 
(. o!;>fitiiti<iM, a-: to llie oliject-; nf siic!i cNi-cndi'nre, wc arc oi' 
po-ii'd to all invidicnis di>criniitiatioiis lif'tsi ,'. n tlie ditrcreiit >C' 
li(m^ of our coiintrv, and deinani! t'orilie coiiiiin-n e and ii;i\i::i 
liop of the \\'e-f, the stinn! rc::nrd wliicli h;i^ been bitlierloan: 
is now bestowed upon the cominci.'e Mtil navi^rrtrifi'i of ilie I-;)''- 

IJ. Rcstilnol, Tlinr, the iu!W ('un-titutifm,. though not in 'i! 
re-pecf> such as we would ui-h, i, yci, in ilie jutli'ineiil ef" tl"' 
c(Miv eiit ion, far better, and far move ili;inocrat ic'aml favorable ''i 
piic're^-;, than llie old, an l wh, therefore, nriie everv e;iriiP>' 
deiimcrat, and every friend of pro:.'re>-. of whatever party il'' 
ii'Miiiiiat jtui. 1(1 ^'ive it a !kmi!\ and eiiriifst -'ijiport. 



J'linled at the I!cn I'rauklin IhjoIv -'.vA Joli t-Mlice 



